
THE BOOK OF JAMES 
Where the Rubber Meets the Road

Part 6 – Finding God’s Will  

It is God's will is that you... 

1. Acknowledge the fact that you need His help. 

(James 4:1-2) What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your 
desires that battle within you? You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you 
cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight… 

(James 4:2-3 NLT) You don’t have what you want because you don’t ask God for it. And 
even when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all wrong—you want only 
what will give you pleasure. 

(James 4:6 NLT) And he gives grace generously. As the Scriptures say, “God opposes 
the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

(James 4:7a NCV) Give yourselves completely to God… 

(James 4:8, 10 NLT) Come close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your 
hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the 
world...Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up in honor. 

It is God's will is that you…

2. Believe the best about everyone you meet. 

Three reasons we need to believe the best concerning everyone we meet: 

Reasons #1: It’s not your responsibility to judge others. 

(James 4:11-12 NLT) 
Don’t speak evil against each other, dear brothers and sisters...God alone, who gave 
the law, is the Judge. He alone has the power to save or to destroy. So what right do 
you have to judge your neighbor? 

Reasons #2:  When you judge others, you are wrong most of the time. 
(1 Corinthians 4:5 Message) 
So don’t get ahead of the Master and jump to conclusions with your judgments before 
all the evidence is in. When he comes, he will bring out in the open and place in 



evidence all kinds of things we never even dreamed of—inner motives and purposes 
and prayers. Only then will any one of us get to hear the “Well done!” of God. 

Reasons #3: When you believe the best, it allows you to engage the law of 
reciprocity. 

(Luke 6:37-38 NLT) 
“Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn others, or it will all 
come back against you. Forgive others, and you will be forgiven. Give, and you will 
receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down, shaken together to make room 
for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you give will determine 
the amount you get back. 

It is God's will is that you…

3. Consult with God before you do anything. 

We’re going to start a business and make a lot of money.” You don’t know the first thing 
about tomorrow. You’re nothing but a wisp of fog, catching a brief bit of sun before 
disappearing. Instead, make it a habit to say, “If the Master wills it and we’re still alive, 
we’ll do this or that.” 

A good question to ask: God will this honor you? 

(Matthew 6:31-33 NLT) 
“So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we drink? What 
will we wear?’ These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly 
Father already knows all your needs. Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live 
righteously, and he will give you everything you need. 


